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rastes (Arabic lefaa, short, horned viper), with the scorpion, and
could pass skewers through their flesh without drawing blood,
besides other tricks known to the Aissaoui, of which sect he
might be looked upon as a leader. From a leather bag he
would occasionally draw half-way out a long black snake, which
would pull itself back into the darkness, to give the assembly a
foretaste of the performance which would commence as soon as
his collection of coin had reached a certain amount. He held
by its tail all the while a cerastes of yellowish dust color, a
. color which makes this species the more dangerous, as it can-
not be readily distinguished from the sand of the desert, where
it half buries itself. It was too sluggish to lift its head more
than half-way up to the hand that held it. He dropped it sev-
eral times, but expertly caught it again behind the ears before
it reached the bare legs of the spectators, who quitted their
places and enlarged the circle in less time than I can inform
my reader of the fact - It is more than probable that the ven-
om is always removed by the charmers from these reptiles,
whose bite may cause death within half an hour.

The prelude and collection took more time than the real
performance, which consisted in his allowing the long harmless
snakes, harmless as far as their bite was concerned, to half
strangle him and seek a retreat round his waist inside his shirt
We were told that holes through the cheeks and arms were
allowed to heal while a straw or splint was left in them, and
that the jugglers always put the skewers through the same
holes made for them.

It is said of the scorpion, that if surrounded by a ring of
fire through which it cannot escape, it will curl its tail over
its back and sting itself to death in the head; but to raise its
tail into the shape of a very much curved bird's claw is a nat-
ural movement of defence, and probably not for the purpose of